
1 



2 



3 



4 

MOVIE NIGHT SUGGESTION: 

If you are looking for a good movie, Pastor Fisher rec-

ommends “Patterns of Evidence”. You can find more in-

formation at the website:  

patternsofevidence.com. 

"Changing of the Political Guard: Is your focus on here or eternity?" 

    The election is past, including the contest in Georgia to decide the last two seats in the Senate.  This 

week saw protests in Washington D.C. over the big picture results.  I won't even try to address the meaning 
or implications of any of that, except to encourage you that the sky is not falling.  God is still on the throne, 
and he appoints kings and leaders and sets them aside as he sees fit.  One day, they will all answer to 
Him.  As the people of God, let us remember to keep our eyes and hopes fixed on Jesus, not on politicians 
and their promises about this world's kingdoms.  We have bigger fish to fry than what happens in the near 
term.  Here is something for your edification as we head into the new year and the changing of the political 
guard.  This is an excerpt from a C.S. Lewis essay in which he compares the two versions of reality offered by 
the Gospel and the worldview of secular materialism.  Enjoy! - Pastor Fisher 

C.S. Lewis, "Man or Rabbit?" 

     "Suppose you found a man on the point of starvation and wanted to do the right thing.  If you had no 

knowledge of medical science, you would probably give him a large solid meal; and as a result your man 
would die.  That is what comes of working in the dark.  In the same way a Christian and a non-Christian may 
both wish to do good to their fellow men.  The one believes that men are going to live for ever, that they were 
created by God and so built that they can find their true and lasting happiness only by being united to God, 
that they have gone badly off the rails, and that obedient faith in Christ is the only way back.  The other be-
lieves that men are an accidental result of the blind workings of matter, that they started as mere animals and 
have more or less steadily improved, that they are going to live for about seventy years, and their happiness 
is fully attainable by good social services and political organizations, and that everything else (e.g., vivisec-
tion, birth control, the judicial system, education) is to be judge to be ‘good’ or ‘bad’ simply in so far as it helps 
or hinders that kind of ‘happiness.’   

    "Now there are quite a lot of things which these two men could agree in doing for their fellow citizens.  Both 
would approve of efficient sewers and hospitals and a healthy diet.  But sooner or later the difference of their 
beliefs would produce differences in their practical proposals. Both, for example, might be very keen on edu-
cation: but the kinds of education they wanted people to have would obviously be very different.  Again, 
where the Materialist would simply ask about a proposed action ‘will it increase the happiness of the majori-
ty?’, the Christian might have to say, ‘Even if it does increase the happiness of the majority, we can’t do it. It is 
unjust.’ And all the time, one great difference would run through their whole policy.  To the Materialist things 
like nations, classes, civilizations must be more important than individuals, because the individuals live only 
seventy odd years each and the group may last for centuries.  But to the Christian, individuals are more im-
portant, for they live eternally; and races, civilizations and the like, are in comparison the creatures of a day. 

    "The Christian and the Materialist hold different beliefs about the universe.  They can’t both be right.  The 
one who is wrong will act in a way which simply doesn’t fit the real universe.  Consequently, with the best will 
in the world, he will be helping his fellow creatures to their destruction.”  
- C.S. Lewis, “Man or Rabbit,” in C.S. Lewis: God in the Dock: Essays on Theology and Ethics, edited by Walter Hooper (Wm B. Eerd-

mans, 1970), 109-110. 



5 

 

   Methodist Women’s Ministry NEWS  Jan./ Feb. 2021 
 

 

Greetings and welcome to the New Year.  Hallelujah, we made it this far.  A recap of 

what was accomplished at the end of last year.  In Nov. we sent prayer/ get well 

cards out to our shut-ins and those recovering at home.  We had no idea where we 

were going with our Christmas project up until that meeting.  Then we were sudden-

ly given the names of two families who experienced devastating losses that month.  

Here was the answer to our prayers.  

At our December meeting we decided to give these two families, $1,000 each in gift 

cards, thanks to the generosity of the Saturday Night congregation and other 

church members.  The gift cards were delivered on the 14
th
 amidst the snow flur-

ries.  We have received thanks and tears of gratitude from the families.  Thank you 

all again for helping us be a blessing to others during this crazy year.  We were also 

able to donate $100 to Marcy’s Nursing home Christmas Project.  

For the future:   We are hoping to get together with our new Youth Director, Portia 

for a meet and greet session in January.    

In February, we will be sending out Valentines to unsuspecting shut-ins and others. 

Come and join us.   Can’t join us, but want to help – donate a few or a box of 

Valentines. 

We are looking for a fund raiser for the new year.  If you have any ideas that you 

would like us to explore, please let us know.  We are open to ideas. 

We will continue to meet the 2
nd

 Tues. of the month at 1 pm in Fellowship Hall, 

COVID and members willing.  All are welcome.  We have wonderful husband mem-

bers. 

Thank you again for your support, past and in the future.  

Jean Twardzik, Chair 
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Book Reviews 

 

St uck insid e and need someth ing to keep your mind and spirit 

alive.  I’d like to recommend a few books that I am in the process of 

reading.  Maybe th is could become a regular feat ure in our news-

letter as we socially distance. 

The Happiness Prayer by Evan Moffic is being read by our small group.  It is ancient 

Jewish wisdom for the Best Way to Live Today.  It is a framework for living based on 

ten practices of the Jewish wisdom tradition.  Some of those practices are: Honor those 

who gave you life; Be kind; Keep learning: Invite others into your life; Pray with inten-

tion; Forgive, etc.  They are d escribed in d etail along with several of h is personal 

stories. Rabbi Moffic incorporated it into h is life and was able to help hundreds of 

people find renewed meaning and purpose.  It is an enjoyable read. 

Let God Be God by Ray C Stedman is a st udy of the book of Job.  It is from Ray’s 

sermon series on the book.  He offers biblical comfort on these agonizing questions 

and more: 

Why does God allow affliction in my life? 
Why is life so unfair? 
Is it a sin to question God when I suffer? 
He also looks at the mysteries in the book of Job. 

     Why did Job have to repent in dust and ashes? 
     Is it true that we find the earliest announcement of the Christian gospel in Job?   
Th is book is full of warmth, humor and encouragement through h is profound in-

sights.  

The last book I’ve just started is Quietly Courageous, Leading the Church in a 

Changing World by Gil Rendle.  Th is is a little heavier. I was introduced to it through 
the United Methodist Newspirit newsletter.  They are having a Book Club discussion on 
it in January. I’ve only read the first two chapters but have learned quite a bit from th is 
lead ersh ip guid e and consultant, Gil.  He challenges us as we face mission in th is 
new age.  Much of what he has said I see in our church with the differing opinions 
about worsh ip and upholding our mission statement.  He gives quite a bit of h istory 
to make h is points about how the church has changed and what we need to do to 
progress and bring people in.  Can’t wait for the discussion.  

 
If any of you would like to share a read- send it to me to put in the next newsletter. 
Jean Twardzik,   jt214@comcast.net        
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Finance Update                    Jan. – Feb. 2021 
 

Greetings in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ 

As this year ends, I bring you an update on our Stewardship 

Drive of 2020.  Giving cards were sent out to 190 members 

who gave to the church.  62 were returned.  We made phone 

calls to 85 people who did not respond to the mailing.  

$208,348 was pledged to the budget of 2021.  We thank you 

for your generosity not only for next year, but for this year.  We were very blessed at 

the church this year.  We are ending in the black.  Part of that is due to the generosi-

ty of Joe Eubanks with his Endowment Fund.  It is a blessing to this church. 

The budget for 2021 was set and there will be a copy in the office for you to peruse 

there.  I wish to thank Nancy Lado and Wanda Langley for their service on the com-

mittee this year.  As far as I know, we now have two openings available.  If anyone 

has an eye for detail and a bit of money sense, and wants to serve, please contact 

the church office before February.  I also want to thank the rest of the committee and 

Jan for their service.  You are a wonderful group to work with.  Also, thanks to Lenny 

Y. for his help behind the scenes tutoring Adam and answering my questions. 

So, where are we headed?  We plan to give approximately $62,000 to missions, 

spend $19,000 on local miscellaneous programs and worship, $7,000 for the youth 

programs, and $10,000 on Membership, Evangelism and Fellowship (when possi-

ble).  These are not all our program expenses, but it gives you an idea of what will 

be needed.  We are looking at ways to handle our online presence more economi-

cally, but that is Don’s platform to explain.  And then, our wonderful staff, who have 

been in hyperdrive this year, searching for new ways to stay connected to each of 

us.   

In ending, I leave you with these words of hope for the new year from Ps.62: 5, 6 

  
5
 Yes, my soul, find rest in God; my hope comes from him. 

 6
Truly he is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I will not be shaken. 

In His Service, 
Jean Twardzik 
Finance Chair 
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Faith Community Nurse’s Notes 
Ann Moyer, RN, FCN 

Grief 

  Most people will agree that the past year has been very difficult. Many have experienced loss. Grief 

is a normal process of reacting to loss. The loss may be physical (such as a death), social (a di-

vorce), or occupational (job loss). Whatever the loss is, it alters your life as you know it. 

  It is important to understand that everyone grieves differently and it is very personal. Well known 

author Elizabeth Kubler -Ross describes five stages of grief in her book “On Death and Dying”. 

These stages are: denial, anger, bargaining, depression, and acceptance. Another popular model is 

the 7 stages of grief explained by Kimberly Holland in the article What You Should Know About the 

Stages of Grief @healthline.com. 

Shock and denial. This is a state of disbelief and numbed feelings. 

Pain and guilt. You may feel that the loss is unbearable and that you’re making other people’s 

lives harder because of your feelings and needs. 

Anger and bargaining. You may lash out, telling God or a higher power that you’ll do anything 

they ask if they’ll only grant you relief from these feelings. 

Depression. This may be a period of isolation and loneliness during which you process and re-

flect on the loss. 

The upward turn. At this point, the stages of grief like anger and pain have died down, and 

you’re left in a more calm and relaxed state. 

Reconstruction and working through. You can begin to put pieces of your life back together 

and carry forward. 

Acceptance and hope. This is a very gradual acceptance of the new way of life and a feeling of 

possibility in the future. 

Not everyone experiences all stages of grief and may not go through stages of grief in this exact or-

der. Entering the acceptance stage does not mean there will not be bad days. If someone becomes 

stuck in a stage for an extended period of time, they may need help from a mental health therapist. 

Friends and family should make a point of offering love and support. A grieving individual may not be 

able to reach out. Your concern and presence will help a grieving person more than words. 

It is important to participate in the process of grief. We grieve over someone or something that was 

important to us. The mourning process is a way of honoring what is meaningful. Emotional and 

physical self-care are crucial to getting through the process in a healthy fashion, along with self-

acceptance and social support. 

The Bible repeatedly tells us that we are not alone. God loves and wants to comfort us. He does not 

spare us from grief but does help us through it. 2 Corinthians 1:3 God is our merciful Father and the 

source of all comfort. Lamentations 3:20-23 I will never forget this awful time, as I grieve over my 

loss. Yet I still dare to hope when I remember this: The faithful love of the Lord never ends! His mer-

cies never cease. Great is His faithfulness; His mercies begin afresh each morning. 
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Nursing Home Outreach Update 

 

        Many of you read and heard the announcements that we 

were trying to reach out to area nursing homes this Christmas to 

show the residents and staff that they were loved and not forgot-

ten.  

       Here is a quick update on what God used you to accomplish. 

God willing, I will be able to share more about this project in 

church on Sunday, January 17.  

        We partnered with the Schuylkill Frontier Girls and were able 

to provide the residents of 11 nursing and personal care homes in 

our county a bag containing a card, an ornament, and an inspira-

tional calendar created by Our Outreach team using artwork for 

the children and youth of our church. We also collected enough 

small  items to give  gifts to the residents and staff of 6 of those 11 nursing homes. Your donations 

allowed us to shine God's light and love to just under 1,000 residents  plus their staff. We were able 

to give a card and calendars to the staff of the 5 nursings homes we didn't give treats to. We also 

delivered bags to our own shut ins who still live at home.  

        I want to thank everyone who contributed to this project. It was amazing to see how God pro-

vided for this project and used so many people in different ways to accomplish it.  The Frontier Girls 

made most of the ornaments, provided cards that were made by area school children last year, and 

donated stuffed animals, doll and doll blankets. Little Rascals Daycare painted 100 ball ornaments 

that were donated by our children's ministry.  We also had folks from our church paint wooden orna-

ments and assemble felt stocking ornaments. Folks donated and signed cards. 

Christ Church in McKeensburg donated lap blankets and prayer shawls. Folks from our church do-

nated items and money used to purchase the bags and gifts we were able to give to 6 of the homes. 

I also want to thank the people who helped pack the bags and make the nursing home and shut-in 

deliveries.  

        Stay tuned for ways we can continue to show God's love to 

these residents and staff the rest of the year. Contact me if you 

are interested in getting involved in this on going outreach. 

Blessings, 

Marcy Hudock 
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Dr. & Mrs. Dick Hawley have donated a pillow 

top mattress that has been used only once for 

approximately 15 minutes. They would like to 

give it to someone who needs it. It is in the 

church garage, if you would like to have it, call 

the church office to make arrangements to pick 

it up. 

Address Change: Lou & Evelyn Jones would like 

to share their new address with you: 

 208 Lantern Green Way 

 Orwigsburg, PA. 17961 
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If you would like to sponsor Altar Flowers, please fill in 

the form below and mail to the church office or call the 

church office to reserve a Sunday. Altar Flowers are still 

$20.00. You may send a check  earmarked in the memo 

line as Altar Flowers. 

 

 

Name: 

In memory of: 

 

 

In honor of: 

Thinking 

of You! 

Things of the world have been rather uncertain lately but 

God has remained faithful to His children. Please remember 

those in our midst that are Shut-In, Homebound or recover-

ing with a card, quick note or phone call to let them know 

that they are not forgotten: 

Schuylkill Haven       Tremont 

Lucille Romberger      John & Anna Mease 

Carol Shappel 

 

Pottsville            Orwigsburg 

Marilyn Koch              Carol Wagner 

Helen & Stuart Sattizahn 

Catherine Daubenspeck        Lewisburg 

             Rev. Carl Geary 

 



NON-PROFIT  
ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
BULK RATE 

POTTSVILE, PA. 17901 
PERMIT #26 

Phone: 570-385-3941 

Fax: 570-385-6842 

E-Mail: office@havenfirstumc.org 

www.havenfirstumc.org 

 

 

RETURN SERVICE  

REQUESTED 

DATED MAIL, PLEASE  

DO NOT DELAY 

First United Methodist Church 
“Our Mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world” 

Sunday Service at  9:00 A..M. &Saturday Night at 6:00 P.M. 
11 A.M. Family Worship Experience (FX) virtual worship 

During this season you can join us online at: www.havenfirstumc.org 
Or like us on Facebook and join us there. 

Our Vision: Welcoming, Empowering, Reaching Out 

Ministers: Everyone of us: 

Pastors and Staff: 

 

Dr. Christopher Fisher                         Senior Pastor 

Rev. Portia Kuzanga                                                          Director of Sr. High Youth 

April Bergen                                  Dir. Of Children’s Discipleship and MS Ministry                                       

JoAnn Daum                                                                  Office Manager 

Marcy Hudock                    Sexton 

Adam Kraft                                                                                                  Treasurer 

Ann Moyer                           Parish Nurse 

Cynthia McClelland                                                             Organist/Music Director 

Brian Reading                                                                           Minister of Visitation 

Julie Saunders                                                                                     Choir Director 

Pamela Setlock                                                                                Church Secretary 

The Circuit Writer 

January / February 2021 


