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NEWS FROM OUR ADMINSTRATIVE BOARD CHAIR 

 

Spring greetings from the Administrative Board. I hope you are enjoying the blessings of this 
beautiful season. 
 
The Administrative Board met on March 28 and April 25. Our committees are faithful, prayer-
ful and dedicated to doing the work of the church. 
The following is an update of actions taken at that meeting. 
 
Pastor Fisher requested and the board participated in, a time of corporate prayer to seek 
guidance and wisdom on the future of FUMC..  
 
Reports were submitted by the Treasurer, Stewardship and Finance, and SPRC. 
The Discipleship Council and the Community Relations/Outreach Committee provided infor-
mation in the Embrace Grace Program. This is a partnership with the Jewel Women's Center in 
Schuylkill Haven.  
 
The Christian Education Committee is now the Children/Youth Ministry Advisory Committee. 
 
The Trustees are working on lighting for some areas of the church.  The Gaga pit will be 
moved. Also, a new upright freezer has been purchased to replace the non working freezer. 
 
Lay leadership reported and discussion was held on an All-Congregational Calling Campaign 
will take place on May 11. Also, a Congregational supper and Listening Session will be held on 
May 25.  A Pastoral letter will be sent to the congregation with a denominational update. 
 
Please continue to pray as we all move forward in the service of our Lord. 
 
                    
                     Elizabeth Wallace.  Ad Board Chair 
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Finance Thoughts- We Are Blessed. 

Have you stopped to look at how blessed we are at this church?  Take a moment. 

Blessed are we who can hear the Word of God being preached and taught weekly 

without fear of repercussion. 

Blessed are we who can read/ listen to the Word practically any time we want to do it.  

Blessed are we to be able to request prayers from the Warriors in this church or to be able to 

come here and pray. 

Blessed are we who can worship in a beautiful building with singing, organ/piano music, or vide-

os. 

Blessed are we to be able to transmit our services to those at home who we may never meet, but 

who we can tell the Good News. 

Blessed are we who can gaze on the mural of crosses at the rear of the sanctuary done in love and 

recount the stories of the Apostles which they represent. 

Blessed are we to have people who go out of their way to greet others with a smile or hug on a 

Sunday morning. 

Blessed are we to have many people who have said, “Here I am. Use me,” to help run this 

church, teach small groups, and lead its ministries. 

Blessed are we to have many people who will serve others with rides, meals, fellowship, and other 

needs they may have. 

Blessed are we who have/had employment opportunities so we can give back to the Lord our of-

ferings and tithes. 

Thank you our Lord and God, King of the Universe who continues to bless us through all 

times and trials. 

I’m sure you have other “blessed are we’s” to add to this list.  They wouldn’t be possible without 

your giving. 

Please give generously as you are able and are cheerfully willing.   

In His Service, 

Jean Twardzik – Finance Chair 

 This Photo by 

https://ministry-resources.kjv.com/free-cross-clipart-download/
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Methodist Women Ministries Upcoming Events 

May 10th - Come out for a fun time with Claudia Gross “The Coupon La-

dy” presenting  

    “Saving money using coupons” 

  1 pm in Fellowship Hall   Bring $1 

Refreshments will be served.  RSVP to Jean 

 Twardzik – 570-345-5061 by May 4th 

Offering will be taken. 

May – June -We will again be selling R &K Subs 

 We will be taking orders in the Narthex. Subs are $7 

and pretzel sandwiches are $6.   Payment due when or-

dering. Delivery on June 16th.  See any MWM member. 

 Subs- Italian, Ham, Turkey, Roast beef, American 

Sandwiches- Italian, Ham & cheese, Ham and Swiss, Tur-

key& cheese, Roast beef & cheese, Sweet Lebanon bolo-

gna & cheese, all cheese, chicken salad, egg salad, tuna 

salad 

All proceeds go toward supporting ministries in our area. 

 

 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is 

This Photo by Unknown 

This Photo by Un-

https://www.flickr.com/photos/pswansen/5683224123/
http://www.pngall.com/sandwich-png
http://pechluck.com/macarons-from-nuvrei/
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Christian Education Advisory Board 

After two years of not meeting, the re-launching of a Christian Education Discipleship Committee took place on March 

14, 2022.  Committee members evaluated present Christian Ed Programs according to the Church’s official Discipleship 

Plan adopted in 2019. The Plan is our vision for how to “make disciples of Jesus Christ” by leading people to 

“Experience God, Follow Jesus, Share Life together in Small Groups, Serve the body of Christ, and Invest in Others both 

inside and outside the church.” The Christian Ed Committee evaluated how we are fulfilling this mission in terms of 

Christian education, including for children and youth.  We noted the following ministries are taking place in the church, 

demonstrating how FUMC is meeting the need. 

• Small Groups for Adults 

•  Young Adults new discipleship focus led by Rev. Portia Kuzanga 

• Wacky Wednesday for K-8th grades 

• “SPARK” lessons offered at the Sunday 9:00am service for children K-4th grades. 

• Ignite Wednesday Small Groups for 5th -12th grades 

• FX: Family Worship Experience in the summer (all ages) 

• Nursery-PreK will launch in the Fall of 2022 

We discussed running a VBS. We plan to resume in summer 2023 with a vigorous campaign to recruit church members 

to help.  It was also agreed that if anyone in church felt a strong desire to lead VBS this year and was willing to be the 

Director, recruit volunteers and organize it we would welcome that. There is a curriculum that was purchased for last 

year available.  The January 2023 meeting will be devoted to VBS curriculum, recruitment, and planning. 

The volunteer recruitment campaign is slated to start for September 2022. Please start to prayerfully consider how you 

will participate in Christian education for our church family. 

The question on “why children were not attending?” was discussed.  The following factors were highlighted: 

• It’s an issue across many churches 

• The society is less traditional with many families less active in church  

• Weekends have become rest day/sports day 

•  People have become used to participating via online media 

•  Busyness 

Because Christian ed needs are already being taken care of by the Discipleship Council, Small Groups, and our Chil-

dren’s/Youth/Young Adult ministries, a unanimous vote was taken to change the committee’s name and function from 

Christian Education Committee to the Christian Education Advisory Board.   It will primarily serve to advise our chil-

dren’s and youth ministry staff.  We celebrate all the Christian Education Programs presently running under the direction 

of Rev. Portia Kuzanga and Mrs. April Bergen.  We thank God for the church members who have diligently served 

alongside them throughout the years.  In closing, we ask that you discern how you will be involved in our call to make 

disciples for Jesus this year.  If you already know you want to be part of the Christian Education Initiatives or present 

programs, please do not hesitate to contact any of the board members. 

In Christ, Lisi Fisher, Chair 

Members: April Bergen, Rev. Portia Kuzanga, Kristy Kraft, Linda Olsen, Barbara Brady 
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Faith Community Nurse’s Notes 
By: Ann Moyer RN, FCN  

Insect Bites 

  The weather has become warmer and summer is approaching. The disadvantage to this is those 

little critters God put on the earth to provide sustenance for our friends the birds, toads, frogs, 

etc.… I am talking about insects, of course! We two legged creatures find insects to be rather 

pesky, especially when they bite us! 

  Insect bites and stings can cause an immediate reaction on the skin. A non-emergent reaction is 

usually redness, swelling, itching, or pain at the bite site. The symptoms vary depending upon the 

type of insect and the individual being bitten. The bites from fire ants and the stings from bees, 

wasps, and hornets are usually painful. Bites from fleas, mites, and mosquitoes tend to cause 

itching rather than pain. Some people may experience burning, tingling, or numbness in the area. 

Most reactions are localized and can be treated at home. 

General first aid for most bites and stings: 

• • Remove the stinger if still present by scraping across the area with a straight-edged object 

such as a credit card. Do not use tweezers to remove a stinger because the venom sac may be 

affected, releasing more venom. 

• • Wash the area thoroughly with soap and water. 

• • Apply ice to the area for ten-minute intervals. 

• • If necessary, an antihistamine such as Benadryl may be taken. Anti-itch creams may also be 

applied. 

• • Watch the bite area for several days to observe for any signs of infection such as increased 

redness swelling or pain. If this should occur at any time, a doctor should be consulted.  

  Severe reactions require immediate attention. Call 911 if a person has trouble breathing, swelling 

anywhere on the face, if the throat feels tight, or the person is experiencing weakness or turning 

blue in color. 

Preventing insects’ bites and stings is not always easy, but there are steps that can be taken to 

decrease the likelihood of an occurrence: 
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• •  Do not make jerky, rapid movements around insect nests or hives. 

•  • Avoid provoking insects whenever possible.  

• • Refrain from wearing perfumes and floral-patterned or dark clothing. 

• • Wear protective clothing and appropriate insect repellants. 

• • Exercise caution when eating and drinking outdoors, especially when drinking sweet bever-

ages such as soda. 

• • People who have a known serious allergy should carry an emergency epinephrine pen pre-

scribed by their physician. Family members and close friends should be instructed on how to 

use it, as well as the person with the allergy. Wearing a medical alert bracelet is also advised. 

  

If necessary, an antihistamine such as Benadryl may be taken. Anti-itch creams may also be ap-

plied. 

Watch the bite area for several days to observe for any signs of infection such as increased red-

ness swelling or pain. If this should occur at any time, a doctor should be consulted.  

   

Have a safe, healthy, and “bite-free” summer! 

  

(credits: Medline Plus Medical Encyclopedia: Insect bites and stings) 
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PRAYER MINISTRY  

SCHEDULE 

May 1-7—Ted & Carolyn Catranis 

May 8-14- Lisi & Pastor Chris 

May 15-21—Wanda Langley 

May 22– 28 - 

May 29-June 4 

June 5-11—Bonnie & Dick Hawley 

June 12–18—Wanda Langley 

June 19– 25 - 

June 26– July 2 

  

As you can see we are in need of 

Prayer Warriors. If you would like 

to sign up for a week of prayer, 

please contact Darlene Beers or 

SATURDAY NIGHT  

WORSHIP 

PREACHING SCHEDULE 

  

May 7 - 

May 14—Brian Reading 

May 22 - 

May 28— Bonnie Hawley 

June 7—Pastor Fisher 

June 14—Dwight Dros 

June 21– Brian Reading 

June 28– Gary Daum 

 Please refer to weekly bulletin 

for an updated schedule. 

  

Thinking 

of You! 

 Please remember those in our 

midst that are Shut-In, Home-

bound or recovering with a card, 

quick note or phone call to let 

them know that they are not for-

gotten: 

           Pottsville    

       

Helen & Stuart Sattizahn 

           York Terrace   

 Room 138  

  

Virginia McClelland 

The Gardens @York Terrace 

2401 W. Market St. room 129-B 

                        

     John & Anna Mease   

       113 Washington Street 

   Tremont, PA. 

  

Orwigsburg 

  

Carol Shappell 

Orwigsburg 

  

 Carol Wagner 

1000 Seton Drive 

Room 507 

  

  

 Rev. Carl Geary 

Buffalo Valley Lutheran  

Village 

Room 257 

 189 E. Tressler Blvd 

Lewisburg, PA. 17837 

  
A message from our  

Offering Counters 
  

  
Please see the following 
tips when making your con-

tributions to the church: 
  

 If you are submitting a 
check without an en-
velope, mark the 

memo line designating 
where you want the 

contribution to go.  
If the memo line is 
not filled out, the 

contribution goes into 
the general fund. 

  
When filling out your 

envelope and you put 

an amount in the 
“other” line, also 
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NON-PROFIT  
ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
BULK RATE 

POTTSVILE, PA. 17901 
PERMIT #26 

420 Saylor Street 

Schuylkill Haven, PA. 17972 

Phone: 570-385-3941 

Fax: 570-385-6842 

E-Mail: office@havenfirstumc.org 

www.havenfirstumc.org 

 

RETURN SERVICE  

REQUESTED 

DATED MAIL, PLEASE  

DO NOT DELAY 

 

First United Methodist Church 
“Our Mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world” 

In Person Sunday Service at  9:00 A..M. &Saturday Night at 6:00 P.M. 
10:45 A.M. Coffeehouse Worship Service 

You can also join us online at: www.havenfirstumc.org 
Or like us on Facebook and join us there. 

Our Vision: Welcoming, Empowering, Reaching Out 

Ministers: Everyone of us: 

Pastors and Staff: 

 

Dr. Christopher Fisher                         Senior Pastor 

Rev. Portia Kuzanga                                                          Director of Sr. High Youth 

April Bergen                                  Dir. Of Children’s Discipleship and MS Ministry                                       

JoAnn Daum                                                                  Office Manager 

Marcy Hudock                    Sexton 

Adam Kraft                                                                                                  Treasurer 

Ann Moyer                           Parish Nurse 

Cynthia McClelland                                                             Organist/Music Director 

Brian Reading                                                                           Minister of Visitation 

Julie Saunders                                                                                     Choir Director 

Pamela Setlock                                                                                Church Secretary 

The Circuit Writer 

May / June 2022 


