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 Finance Committee Thoughts         

It looks like it’s going to be tough going in the next months 

ahead.  As I write this, Russia just invaded the Ukraine and 

the US is possibly thinking about putting sanctions on the 

country.  Now gas prices are going up and everything else 

that is associated with that – food, material goods, travel, heating oils, etc.  

Sooooooo, what’s the good news?  The good news is that we are not permanent 

members of this world.  We have hope in a life beyond.  I loved Rev. Fisher’s mes-

sage last Sunday about cheerful givers.  We still need to be them.  I’ll paraphrase 

parts of his message- We are not saved by our money; it is only on loan.  We still 

need to honor God with our treasure -it is all from Him…everything we have. 

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under com-

pulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every 

blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may 

share abundantly in every good work.” 2 Cor. 9:7,8   Let us continue to share abun-

dantly.  Don’t forget to send your offerings in to the church to enable us to do God’s 

work.  Blessings to you. 

 

Methodist Women Ministries 

Thank you to everyone who helped with our Valentine's 

Day card to Nursing Homes project.  Special thanks to Mar-

cy for her help and urging us not to stop at only 3 Nursing homes. We can’t put 

God in a box just because we think that we can’t accomplish something due to our 

small numbers. Our church was able to give Valentines to all Eleven Nursing 

homes in the county. Approx. 1,160 valentines were delivered. Thank you for help-

ing deliver these notes of love and hope.  Praise God for you all. 

Next meeting- March 15th – 1 pm  Fellowship Hall. 
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Book Review- Genesis: God, Creation and Destruction 

The Rational Bible   by Dennis Prager 

This commentary is like no commentary I’ve ever read.  It reads like a story through 

Genesis. When I received this book, I thought I’d never read through it – it is 800+ 

pages long. And it’s only the book of Genesis! I was so wrong. So far I’m up to pg. 

426 and can’t wait to keep reading.  Dennis Prager has been teaching Torah his en-

tire adult life and has addressed this writing to not only Jews and Christians, but al-

so to non- religious readers. He explains not only Hebrew word choices, but also 

culture and values at that time. He titled it, The Rational Bible for two reasons. One -

his approach is reason based. He never asks us to accept anything on faith alone. 

Two- reason has always been his primary way to God and to religion. He believes 

that humans have the faculty of reason and are to use it in order to believe.  

Here is an excerpt from the book.  The test of Abraham. 

“Gen 22: 12 And he said, ‘Do not raise your hand against the boy, or do any-

thing to him.’ 

Now we reach the ultimate message of this story: human sacrifice is morally unac-

ceptable to God.  The good God introduced to the world by the Torah abhors child 

sacrifice.  This was another unique Torah contribution to human moral development.  

God had no interest in the sacrifice of Isaac- has no interest in the sacrifice of any 

other human being.  God had two interests here: to see if Abraham would pass the 

ultimate test of faith and to teach Abraham (and the rest of humanity) that the one 

true God prohibits human sacrifice.  That is the essence of ethical monotheism: the 

one true God demands adherence to the one true morality.  

This is the first (and most dramatic) example of this lesson, but not the only.  The To-

rah repeatedly prohibits child sacrifice (Another indication of how widespread hu-

man sacrifice was) – see Leviticus 18:21; 20:2-3; Deu. 12: 29-31; 18:9-10.’  Pg. 385 

Prohibiting Abraham from sacrificing his son exemplified the triumph of ethical 

monotheism over paganism.” 

If non-religious readers can learn something from this book, how much more will we 

reap?  Enjoy. Shalom! 
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The following is a year –end report from Jessica S. Noll. Jessica is a missionary to YWAM in the Philippines 
that we have been supporting through our Missions Committee. 
 
 
 

2021 Annual Report 
 

   2021 was a year of change and adjustment with lots of practical work mixed in.  
   On January 9, 2021 me and a group 8 others transferred bases. Me and 7 others transferred from Butuan 
City and 2 transferred from General Santos City to one of the major cities in the Philippines, Davao City 
(pronounce like dah-vow).  
  We moved here because the base was pretty much abandoned. No staff were living on base for almost 2 
years and there was only one off base staff trying to take care of the whole property by himself. It's not an 
easy task, so it became infested by termites, rotting away from water damages with rain. It got really bad. 
Our region has a heart for the Davao base because this location was the 2nd base in the Philippines to be es-
tablished. Most of the leaders in my region came from the Davao base. They didn't want to just get rid of it. 
So we had meetings after meeting asking what to do. The regional leadership of Mindanao asked people to 
pray about starting a leadership team for the base to re-pioneer and bring it back to life. In November 2020 
the base leader stepped down and we as a region started to pray. To make the story short 9 of us heard from 
God to transfer here.  
     It's been a journey, when we first got here the base was mostly unlivable, not safe. Animal infested, insect 
infested, rotting away. From January- September 2021 we were focused on renovating and fixing the base to 
make it livable for us as staff and for the students of our school we started in October. We were able to fix 
our "dorm" building or hospitality building, we built a family lounge for coffee and events, we fixed the ladies 
staff room, our dinning area and kitchen, and also our speaker room for the speakers of our school and 
guests that come visit the base.  
     Then started the first Discipleship Training School held at the base for over 3 years. We have 13 students 
(2 of the students are married and have 2 daughters). From the start of the school until I got sick and when I 
was strong enough again I took over again as Child Care. I was a teacher and giving activities, teaching Bible 
verses and stories to the kids while their parents were in the lectures.  
       By the end of the year I got sick with appendicitis and an infected gallbladder with a gallstone. On No-
vember 5 had had a 4 hr surgery to remove both my appendix and my gallbladder with the stone. I spent 
most of November and December recovering.  
       So that pretty much wraps up my 2021 year! Thank you all for you support through prayers and finances. 
I wouldn’t  be here doing all this if it wasn't for your support and love! Many times thank you thank you 
thank you!! 
                      Jessica S. Noll 

Other Mission Giving: 

We received a letter of thanks from Kairos Prison Ministry International, Inc for our 

yearly donations.  
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Thinking 

of You! 

 Please remember those in our 

midst that are Shut-In, Home-

bound or recovering with a card, 

quick note or phone call to let 

them know that they are not for-

gotten: 

           Pottsville    

       
Helen & Stuart Sattizahn 

           York Terrace   
 Room 138  

 

Virginia McClelland 

The Gardens @York Terrace 

2401 W. Market St. room 129-B 

                        
     John & Anna Mease   

       113 Washington Street 

   Tremont, PA. 

 

Orwigsburg 

 

Carol Shappell 

1000 Seton Drive 

 

Orwigsburg 

 

 Carol Wagner 

1000 Seton Drive 

Room 507 

 

 

 Rev. Carl Geary 

Buffalo Valley Lutheran  

Village 

Room 257 

 189 E. Tressler Blvd 

Lewisburg, PA. 17837 

SATURDAY NIGHT 

WORSHIP 

PREACHING SCHED-

ULE 

 March 5 

March 12—Brian Reading 

March 19 

March 26  

April 2 

April 9—Brian Reading 

April 16  

April 23 

April 30—Dwight Dros 

Please refer to weekly bulletin 

for an updated schedule. 

PRAYER MINISTRY  

SCHEDULE 

Feb 27– March 5—Ray & Dawn 

Housel 

March 6-12– Jean Twardzik 

March 13-19– Wanda Langley & 

Earl Daubenspeck 

March 20-26—Bonnie & Dick Haw-

ley 

March 27– April 2 

April 3-9– Liz Wallace 

April 10-16– Wanda Langley 

April 17-23– Ruth Noecker & Barb 

Brady 

April 24-30 

If you would like to sign up for a 

week of prayer, please contact 

Darlene Beers or the church office. 

  
A message from our  
Offering Counters 

 
 
Please see the following 
tips when making your con-
tributions to the church: 
 

 If you are submitting a 
check without an en-
velope, mark the 
memo line designating 
where you want the 
contribution to go.  
If the memo line is 
not filled out, the 
contribution goes into 
the general fund. 

 
When filling out your 

envelope and you put 
an amount in the 
“other” line, also 
designate where you 
want that money to 
go.  If nothing is 
marked, that also 
goes into the general 
fund.   
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The following article was inadvertently missed in 

the last newsletter. Please take a moment to read it 

and when you see one of the Christmas Elves, 

please thank them for all their work! Our sanctuary 

was beautiful as always. 

Christmas Decorating Elves 2021 

I would like to thank my crew this year for the beauti-
ful job they did decorating the church inside and 
out.  My Christmas elves are:  Suzie Rudiman, Dean 
Lazarchick, Linda Olsen, and Adam Kraft.   Suzie, 
Dean, Linda, and I love to decorate and Adam is our 
heavy lifter and Advent Star installer.   Come and 
check out the beautiful 9 foot Christmas tree in the 
Sanctuary and also the Fellowship Hall Christmas 
tree.   

 

New addition to our outside church decorations is a 
new lighted Nativity Scene at the church’s front lawn.  
The following wise men that helped with the lighted 
Christmas scene are:  April Bergen, Don Bergen, Bruce 
Kraft, and Jeff Berger.  Also, the  J O Y  sign outside 
went up with the help of Lenny Y.   

 

As you can see it takes many hands and hours to make 
FUMC Christmas decorations all put in its place and 
make pretty and I appreciate every one of the above 
members for their help and talent.   

Thank you God for making this happen.  Amen 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS to all and Happy Birthday 
JESUS.   

WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER 

CHANGE: 

Please note: 

Wednesday Evening Prayer @ 6:00 p.m. 

in the Sanctuary will be moving to 

Tuesday Evening @ 6:00 p.m. during 

the season of Lent. Please join us as we 

pray for our church, our community 

and for God’s direction. 

EASTER FLOWERS 

It will soon be time to order flowers for 

Easter to beautify the Sanctuary. Please 

watch the weekly announcements and 

check the table in the Narthex for Order 

Forms. Thank you. 

EARLY BIRD PRAYER AND ACCOUNTABILITY 

GROUP 

        Early Bird Accountabilty and Prayer Group: Marcy Hudock 

& Lisi Fisher are hosting a new Small Group from 5:30 

a.m. until 7:00 a.m. They would like to invite you to join 

them. Please see one of them for the meeting day. 
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RETURN SERVICE  

REQUESTED 

DATED MAIL, PLEASE  

DO NOT DELAY 

 

First United Methodist Church 
“Our Mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world” 

In Person Sunday Service at  9:00 A..M. &Saturday Night at 6:00 P.M. 
10:45 A.M. Coffeehouse Worship Service 

You can also join us online at: www.havenfirstumc.org 
Or like us on Facebook and join us there. 

Our Vision: Welcoming, Empowering, Reaching Out 

Ministers: Everyone of us: 

Pastors and Staff: 

 

Dr. Christopher Fisher                         Senior Pastor 

Rev. Portia Kuzanga                                                          Director of Sr. High Youth 

April Bergen                                  Dir. Of Children’s Discipleship and MS Ministry                                       

JoAnn Daum                                                                  Office Manager 

Marcy Hudock                    Sexton 

Adam Kraft                                                                                                  Treasurer 

Ann Moyer                           Parish Nurse 

Cynthia McClelland                                                             Organist/Music Director 

Brian Reading                                                                           Minister of Visitation 

Julie Saunders                                                                                     Choir Director 

Pamela Setlock                                                                                Church Secretary 

The Circuit Writer 

March / April 2022 


